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To make the philosophy of the NCTM Focal Points work, it is imperative that each student,
parent, and teacher buy into the following principles.

© Fewer concepts are taught each year. Because of this, teachers are allowed to spend
more time on each concept, and students are able to learn to mastery.

© After a concept is learned (such as adding and subtracting fractions), it is the
responsibility of the textbook authors and the teachers to incorporate the concept into
the activities, examples, and exercises. No longer can students think, “Oh good, we’re
done with adding fractions. | don’t have to know that any more.”

© Taking time (a day here and there) to review previously learned topics is expected.
Taking 2 or 3 weeks to reteach a topic that was learned at an earlier grade level defeats
the purpose of the Focal Points.

© When teaching a Focal Points curriculum, please remember Review is Not Reteach.
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